








New storage requires balance between groundwater recharge and banking facilities, and new or expanded
surface facilities. Numerous areas within California have aquifers capable of storing vast quantities of
groundwater. However, percolation required to recharge or bank groundwater is, by its nature, a slow
process. It relies upon adequate surface storage to capture runoff from rain and snowmelt events as those
discharges from watersheds are occurring because of the impossibility of instantaneously conveying and
recharging more than a very small amount of runoff, Failure to capture excess runoff as it is occurring
means that much of that water must be released as floodwater and be lost to beneficial human use,
increasing flood management problems and flooding threats,

Along with the billions of dollars in economic activity and social benefits provided by adequate and
affordable supplies of water in cities and towns across California, the state’s water supply system and
infrastructure also support an agricultural industry that provides much of the food consumer by
Californians and their fellow Americans. Agricultural exports are among the nation’s most important
tools in foreign trade and are relied upon by nations in all parts of the world. The nation’s two most
highly productive agricultural counties are Fresno and Tulare. In many parts of the San Joaquin Valley,
the effects of drought and supply curtailments resulting from the Endangered Species Act court orders
have resulted in hundreds of thousands of acres being fallowed as state and federal agencies have
imposed water supply rationing and cuts. Without those crops, food prices in the state will continue to
rise and Californians will be forced to rely upon food imported from other states or nations whose
protective food safety regulations may not be as strong as those within California.

The State Water Project alone directly supports a $300 billion share of the California economy. A more

reliable water supply means that this economy can continue to grow and provide jobs and prosperity for
our state.

Such reliability is a centerpiece in a comprehensive water infrastructure program that has been proposed
by Governor Schwarzenegger and Senator Feinstein. This plan would provide much of the funding
necessary for crucially needed infrastructure repairs and improvements, environmental solutions and
habitat improvements, enhanced conservation, and development of needed water supplies.
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RESOLUTION REFERRED TO HOUSING, COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
POLICY COMMITTEE

¢4, RESOLUTION RELATING TO COMPREHENSIVE STATEWIDE WATER
INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN

Resolution #4 also referred to Environmental Quality Policy Committee. Please see
Environmental Quality section for the resolution and background information.
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RESOLUTION REFERRED TO PUBLIC SAFETY POLICY COMMITTEE

+2. RESOLUTION RELATING TO THE 2-1-1 CALIFORNIA TELEPHONE SERVICE

Resolution #2 also referred to Community Services Policy Committee. Please see Community
Services section for the resolution and background information.
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[NOTE: No resolutions were assigned to the following policy committees: Employee Relations;
Revenue and Taxation; and Transportation, Communication & Public Works.]
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